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Powerful documentary "Border Echoes-Ecos de Una Frontera" set for worldwide theatrical release 2007.
Riveting film exposes the truth about the brutal murders and disappearances of more than 500 girls and women in Juarez and Chihuahua City, Mexico.
(February 3, 2007)

Los Angeles, CA -- "Border Echoes-Ecos De Una Frontera," the only documentary to tell the story of the slayings of girls and women in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, through the eyes of investigative reporter Diana Washington Valdez, is set for theatrical screening at 7 p.m., September 27, at the Laemmle Sunset 5, 8000 Sunset Boulevard, in West Hollywood.

The film, in English, chronicles the chilling story of the deaths that Amnesty International called "Intolerable Killings" in its 2003 report on Ciudad Juarez.  Some victims were as young as 5 and 6 years old, and the majority of the victims were teenagers and young women.  Although numerous suspects are in custody, activists and families of victims believe the Mexican authorities have not solved most of the crimes.  The film explains why the murders are likely to continue. It also provides previously unreported and shocking details about the murders.

"This is a story about extreme violence toward women," Mendez-Quiroga says. "The victims of these brutal murders and the women who face violence in their everyday lives deserve justice.”

Washington Valdez, a journalist in El Paso, Texas, put her life on the line to expose the high-level corruption that she believes has protected the killers.  She contends that serial killers, drug dealers, violent gangs, a group of powerful and copycat killers are among the suspects who are still at large.  

Some of the victims were abducted, held captive for days, and subjected to torture and gang rape before they were strangled or stabbed to death.

Among other things, the film examines the social conditioning that has propagated a culture of violence against women, which has resulted in increasing numbers of murders of women in other parts of Mexico, too.

Film Director Lorena Mendez-Quiroga is the founder of Justice for the Women of Juarez in Los Angeles, which aims to raise awareness about the issue and to support the families of victims.  Some of the prominent citizens involved in advocating against the gender violence in Ciudad Juarez include Jane Fonda and Sally Field, who led a protest march in Juarez in 2004; Dolores Huerta, co-founder with Cesar Chavez of the United Farm Workers; and Oscar-nominated Salma Hayek, a spokesperson for Avon's anti-domestic violence initiative.  In response to pleas for help from U.S. constituents, U.S. Representative Hilda Solis of Los Angeles led a U.S. Congressional delegation in 2003 to Ciudad Juarez on a fact-finding mission to learn more about the persistent murders called femicides.  She introduced a resolution in Congress condemning the murders that the House and Senate passed unanimously this year. 

In this year's human rights report to the Congress, U.S. State Secretary Condoleezza Rice referred to the Juarez women's murders as "a problem." 

The film's screening coincides with the release of "Harvest of Women: A Mexican Safari" by Washington Valdez, a special edition of the non-fiction book produced by Peace at the Border Films, LLC, under a unique collaboration with the author. The Spanish version of the book, "Cosecha de Mujeres: Safari en el Desierto Mexicano" (Oceano; 2005) is a bestseller. As a journalist and activist, Mendez-Quiroga has covered the Juarez murders for over a decade. She and Washington Valdez inspected several of the crime scenes in Juarez, and interviewed families of victims and suspects who were scapegoated by the authorities. Two of the defense lawyers they interviewed were murdered, and two of the high-profile suspects died while in custody.

Washington Valdez has worked as a journalist in El Paso, Texas, for more than 20 years. One of her previous assignments was to work undercover in a Juarez maquiladora (assembly) to find out what it was like for women to work in one of the 300 plants that pay their workers $4 to $5 on average per day.

Additionally, the public hears very little about the more than 1,000 men who have been killed 'execution style' over the (same period), mostly due to the drug trade. This film touches upon the extreme overall violence in this border city.

The Juarez femicides have gained Hollywood's attention and are the focus of several forthcoming movies: "Bordertown" with Jennifer Lopez, "The Virgin of Juarez" with Minnie Driver, and "Loteria" (in development with HBO). But "Border Echoes-Ecos De Una Frontera" and the book "Harvest of Women" are not products of Hollywood; they are factual accounts about the disturbing and tragic crimes occurring next door that should stir us all of us to action. Ms. Mendez-Quiroga and select supporters of "Border Echoes-Ecos De Una Frontera" and Justice for the Women of Juarez are available for interviews to discuss the provocative film.
For further information please contact Shay Moore 
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